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, . * The trnth is that I have not given him the shadow of a cause for ill-feeling; on the contrary he owes me now for money that I lent him to pay'his board and keep him from being turned into the street. But he knows that I am possessed of the secret of his real character and lie no doubt hates me for it. Until it was absolutely necessary for me to expose some of his practices to save myself from contempt I never breathed a syllable of his ill habits, but I tried in vain, to hide thorn from observation out of pure compassion, for I had not known him long before I lost all respect for him and felt a loathing dia-gmt for his habits. I did not much blame him for the matter of his remarks about Jones, although the manner of them was exceeding improper and unjust j the real cause of his ire was Jones' neglecting to enumerate him among the humorous writers of the country, for he has an inconceivably extravagant idea of his capacities as a humorist. The last conversation I had with Poe he used all his power of eloquence in persuading me to join him in the joint editor-ship of the * Stylus.' •' *
Poe remained simply editor, with his third interest for pay, until October. In the first number of his editing was a review of liis own " Tales," a just published by Wiley and Putnam as No, 2 in their
1 Briggs to Lowell, October 13, 1845,   MS.
8 Tales. By Edgar A. Poa. New York: Wiley and Putnam. 1845. Pp. 228. The contents arc, in order: The Gold Bug, The Black Cat, Mesmeric Revelations, Lionizing, The Fall of the House of Usher, The Descent into the Maelstrom, The Colloquy of Monos and Una, The Conversation of Eii-os and Clmrmton, The Mutdera of the Rite Morgue, the Mystery o£ Marie Hogot, '-The Purloined Letter, The Man In the Crowd.
